Immigration Services

Free Legal Service Providers:

The U.S. Department of Justice has compiled the 

following list of organizations which provide free

legal aid for individuals interested in changing 

their immigration status:

Catholic Charities of Los Angeles

Immigration and Refugees Services

(May charge nominal fee)

1530 West 9th Street/P.O. Box 15095

Los Angeles, CA 90015

(213) 251-3411

Central American Resource Center (CARECEN)

(May charge nominal fee)

2845 W. 7th Street

Los Angeles, CA 90005

(213) 385-7800

Chabad Lubavich Russian Synagogue

(Citizenship only)

7636 Santa Monica Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90045

(323) 848-2999

El Rescate Legal Services

1340 S. Bonnie Brae Street

Los Angeles, CA 90006

(213) 387-3284

Immigration Services of Santa Rosa

(May charge nominal fee)

132 N. Maclay Avenue

San Fernando, CA 91340

(818) 361-4341

International Institute of Los Angeles

(May charge nominal fee)

14701 Friar Street

Van Nuys, CA 91411

(818) 988-1332 or 1333

Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles

1550 W. 8th Street

Los Angeles, CA 90017

(213) 640-3800

Toll free: (800) 399-4529

Neighborhood Legal Services of L.A. County

13327 Van Nuys Boulevard

Pacoima, CA 91331

(818) 896-5211

Public Counsel

601 S. Ardmore Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90005

(213) 385-2977

Barbara J. Darnell, Esq.

3255 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 906

Los Angeles, CA 90010

(213) 388-0729 

Reporting Possible Crimes: If you believe you have

been cheated by an immigration consultant, you can

get help. The District Attorney’s Office urges you to

notify authorities when fraud occurs. To report a

possible crime, contact your local police or sheriff’s

department. Or, if you would like to file a consumer

complaint about fraudulent activity, contact the

Department of Consumer Affairs at (213) 974-1452.

You may also call the District Attorney’s Consumer

Protection Division at (213) 580-3273. We are here to

help you, regardless of your residence status, and to

ensure that all immigrants are protected from fraud.

Seeking Legal Aid: If you would like to speak to

an attorney about how to get your money back from

an immigration consultant who you believe cheated

you, there are many agencies that can assist you.

The Los Angeles County Bar Association can refer

you to qualified attorneys. Call (213) 243-1525.

If you need legal assistance but cannot 

afford an attorney, you may contact the 

following organizations:

Asian Pacific American Legal Center

(Chinese, Korean, and other languages)

(213) 977-7500

Central American Resource Center (CARECEN)

(English and Spanish)

(213) 385-7800, ext. 130

Los Angeles County Bar Immigration Project

(English and Spanish)

(213) 485-1872

Mexican American Bar Association

Lawyer Referral Service

(English and Spanish; open 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.)

(213) 622-8890

Mexican American Legal Defense and

Educational Fund (MALDEF)

(English and Spanish)

(213) 629-2512

Remember, no one – not immigration consultants

or attorneys – has special connections with U.S.

Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS),

formerly the INS. No one can guarantee you

any result. Do not pay money for these kinds of

promises. False statements such as these are

warnings to stay away.
